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Jeez!!! First it’s relaxed then it’s on again. Lockdowns, ring-fencing, movement 
restrictions, it’s all a little confusing.  The festive season ain’t very festive at the 
moment. Roll on the vaccine. Sorry fellers, no more Bayview or Pie in the Sky 
rides.

This, apart from imbibing and eating some Xmas goodies, is the ideal time for 
…The Shed.  Internet parts purchasing (taking months to arrive!), hours of fun 
wrestling with an unyielding rusted bolt, bits that don’t fit, what could be better? 

Club meetings have been postponed until the restrictions ease, but we still have 
email and WhatsApp. Membership renewals for next year went out late October, 
and many have already renewed. Remember, if you have conditional plates 
through the Club, you must be a financial Member and the 2020 membership 
finishes 31 December.  There are still some members who haven’t renewed for 
2020, but if you want to be reinstated for 2021, that’s fine. 

And my best Xmas present was from my son-in-law, who found 
this cast-iron plaque somewhere. It’s about 40cm long and is now 
mounted in the Ed Shed.

And a Safe and Happy Xmas to all Members.
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The Motorcycle
Design, Art, Desire
28 Nov 2020 – 26 Apr 2021
GQueensland Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane
Gallery 1.1 The Fairfax Gallery, Gallery 1.2, Gallery 1.3 Eric & Marion Taylor 
Gallery 
Ticketed

Discover a whole new perspective of The Motorcycle.
Get your motor running… ‘The Motorcycle: Design, Art, Desire’ opens the throttle on 
the ground-breaking designs that shaped one of the most iconic objects the world has 
ever seen.
Featuring radical concepts, record breakers and road icons, the fully-immersive exhibi-
tion showcases 100 of the greatest motorcycles ever assembled.
Show off your ride with #MotorcycleGOMA | Read more about the motorcycles
Tickets are also available to purchase onsite between 10.00am – 4.15pm.

This world-exclusive exhibition, only in Brisbane, will showcase the art, design and his-
tory of one of the most iconic objects of the last 150 years, the motorcycle.
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Featuring more than 100 innovative and influential motorcycles from the 1860s to present 
day, it will consider the iconic vehicle from the perspective of social history, popular cul-
ture, design and technology.

The exhibition will tap into the appeal of this enduring object of design and art, looking at 
the motorcycle’s past, present and future.

Highlights of the exhibition will include:

●     An 1871 Perreaux, the first steam-powered velocipede and oldest known mo-
torcycle in the world;

●     The earliest Australian-designed and built machines, including a Spencer pro-
duced in Brisbane in 1906;

●     The 1951 Vincent Black Lightning that set an Australian land speed record in its 
day and more recently a world record for the highest price paid at auction for a 
motorcycle (below);

●     Symbols of speed including the1930s Triumph Speed Twin, the 1970s Ducati 
750 Super Sport, and the 1990s Britten V1000;

●     Off-road motorcycles highlighting a rich history of bikes built for dust and dirt;
●     Customised motorcycles at the intersection of art and design;
●     Ultra-modern electric motorcycles, demonstrating the future of transportation 

in the age of renewable energy.

Curated by Professor Charles M. Falco (”Magnetoman” on Britbike forum and visited Oz 
several years ago) and Ultan Guilfoyle.
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Little Richard, 1955

~OUT & ABOUT ~
Recent Rides

(socially-distanced)

Sunday, December 6
Tutti Frutti Cafe,

Bilpin

Sunday, November 22
Bayview Hotel
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Thunderbolts & Lightning by Peter Crawford 
is a new take on the history of the BSA Twins. 
Written off the back of 80-plus interviews 
with ex-BSA staff and others directly associat-
ed with the Small Heath machines, five years’ 
research has also unearthed previously un-
seen documents, drawings and images. All 
contribute to a new look at the Twins and the 
wider context in which they were made, sold, 
ridden and raced. 
Over 280 pages the book takes the reader 
through a chronological history of the 650 
and 500 machines, from their development 
out of the A10 and A7, through development 
dead-ends - such as the DOHC MC52 variant 
and late, rubber mounted, 180 ̊  Twin - to the 
final long-stroke A70 derivative. 

A NEW BSA BOOK!

In keeping with other BSA titles published in 
the past that we bulk purchased on behalf of 
our members, Shane placed an initial order for 
10 books which arrived have arrived.
The price to club members is $ 55.00 + postage 
at cost which will most likely be via an Aust 

post fixed rate bag. Also note that due to the £ to $ exchange rate & vagrancies of the postal system 
 & customs system this price might be different for each subsequent order we place, depending upon 
what extra freight / customs charges get tacked onto a consignment. 
If you want one then email your request to: plates@bsansw.org.au
Books may be picked up from Wallacia or at club meetings. Additional orders will be dependent upon 
the number of members requesting a copy. To keep things on the level, these 10 books will be 
allocated strictly upon the date & times on the email .

Just arrived from Queensland, where they don’t have winter and therefore 

were redundant, the hand-knitted (or possibly machine-patterned) BSA 
Beanie.

We have inherited, ok bought from BSA Qld, the remaining stock of twelve 
wool beanies, in black with different colour letters. One size fits all. They 
won’t fit into a letter size package and, as Australia Post doesn’t appear to 
want to provide a moderate parcel service, I probably won’t be mailing 
one to a buyer, as the postage cost would be almost double the cost of the 
hat. Probably wait until a club meeting in the New Year and bring them 
along then. Unless I can find a reasonable way of posting in the mean-
time…
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The Clayton’s BSA

Sunbeam Cycles had been a relatively successful retail and racing motorcycle manufacturer before 
WW2, winning the 1921 French GP with Alec Bennett and the IOM Senior TT four times between 
1922-1929 among many other events, as well as producing well-liked road motorcycles of quality. 
As with many early manufacturers, Sunbeam initially produced bicycles, with a high-quality black 
paint finish derived from John Marston’s, the founder, japanning skills.

The company moved into making motorcycles around 1919. The Sunbeam cars (eventually the 
Rapier and Tiger) were also built by a Marston company, but separate. The motorcycle company 
was sold at the end of WW1, eventually landing within the ICI conglomerate, which then offloaded 
it to AMC, makers of Norton and Matchless. They in turn sold Sunbeam to BSA in 1943.

As early as the takeover, James Leek, the BSA Chairman, wanted to build an up-market motorcycle  
in the “luxury “ league. Strange thing to want during WW2! But obviously a forward-thinking 
gentleman. He hired Erling Poppe, a designer from the aeroplane industry, and they decided to 
build a modern motorcycle around an in-line, ohc, all alloy, twin engine which had been designed 
by BSA before the war.

Even if that sounded a little un-BSA, the new motorcycle, designated the Sunbeam S7, to 
distinguish it from the more mundane BSA products, had a car-type clutch, front forks with a single 
central spring mounted on a saddle, and shaft drive on the right running a worm gear onto the 
back hub. The appearance of the motorcycle, however, was dominated by the huge balloon tyres 
(16” x 4 3/4”) to give a “car-like” ride for the gentleman on board.

The first range was black-painted and, after a disastrous debut on a royal escort visit to South 
Africa in 1945, had to have the rubber-mounted engine re-jigged to reduce vibration, although this 
also required the exhaust pipe to be similarly isolated (shades of the Norton Commando!).
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The Inaugural North Coast Classic Motorcycle Show & Swap  

 Sunday 21st February, 2021
Charity Event for Ballina Hospital Auxiliary

 Undercover at Alstonville Showground (camping available)

Veterans to Classics (more than 30 years old)

Cob Smith Spares & Mike Reilly Spares confirmed

Supported by Alstonville Show Society & Shannons Insurance

 EOI :- Col – aussietriples@yahoo.com.au - 0428869889

Unfortunately, the S7 was priced at GBP 175 and was a little too slow in acceleration, although once 
up and running could hit nearly 80mph and was very quiet, smooth, flexible and refined underway.

The S7 was later produced in Mist Green (which is often the colour seen on remaining examples), and 
upgraded to the S7 Deluxe, then the S8 which had standard BSA front forks and  ‘normal” tyres.

The Achilles heel, and there lies part of the reason for its demise, was the bronze bevel drive gear, 
which was unable to carry the torque and power of the motor, and suffered greatly. They should have 
copied BMW’s crown and pinion.

The price and mechanical problems resulted in poor sales and the Sunbeam set in 1957. However It is 
still regarded as a very pleasant, if slightly underpowered “gentleman’s” machine, particularly the 
earlier S7s, and much loved by its present owners.

(Partly derived from “BSA The Com-
plete Story” by Owen Wright and  “A 
History of the World’s Motorcycles” 
by Richard Hough and L.J.K Setright).

 

An S7 and S8 at the 2017 Cowra Rally
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For Sale
BSA B44VS High Level Chromed Header Pipe. To suit early Round Barrel B44 with peanut style 
silencer. Does NOT suit 1969 square barrel models. Brand new, FREE to member, needs a good 
home. Also - Emergency 'get home' bike towbar rack. See pic.Part was donated to me, but now 
have a trailer. A little bit of rust, but not structural and item in otherwise good condition. Item 
located in Sydney, so post is NOT an option given size and weight and price of item, FOC! Contact 
Peter W on mob 0432322980
1926 BSA B2 250cc Round Tank. Very good condition. A$10,000 
negotiable. Contact Julian Quayle Julian.Quayle@ctfreight.com
1967 BSA B40, good condition. I have had the bike for 11 years and don’t 
ride much anymore. $4000. John Anderson (02) 4473 9874 or mobile 
0427613261.  two.wheels@bigpond.com
WD B40. Partly restored. Bike was fully dismantled, new spares purchased 
including rear suspension, tyres and peg rubbers, handlebars, chrome 
exhaust and silencer. Nothing to buy just assembly. New seat, chrome 
exhaust and silencer, all new rubber including 3 tyres and tubes. Engine is 
loose assembled, bored with new piston and has spare heads and rocker 
boxes. Spares manual service sheets and Rupert Ratio books. 
Frank Crouch  0409850959 frankcrouch@gmail.com
1971 Thunderbolt. Black/Maroon. Original, 2 owner, electronic ignition, good running condition 
$8k ono, and, 1950 M20 with sidecar. Bored to 600cc. Needs top paint and final assembly. $10k 
ono. Other bikes incl. Suzuki 650 twin, (ex-army) $3k ono. Also Suzuki Virago and DKW scooter
Ron Neal 0400597667 
1947 M21 600cc. Girder fork, runs well, needs restoration, no time to do it myself. $6500 Tony 
0423975221
Army BSA B40s and miscellaneous parts. From the Army vehicle Registration Books it looks like 
they were purchased around 1981. Not working but they are largely put together. Set of photos 
uploaded. https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p9NW3T7YCDNvMx6eGotSPGywxdYKG840
There are more parts lying around too which are not photographed. 
John Durrant 0413-525-766 johnd.unsw@gmail.com

Wanted
D14/4 Bushman rear sub-frame. Locate one or possibly drawings on sub-frame to fabricate one.
Stephen Leech sandeleech@xtra.co.nz
Small, clean BSA A65 Tank to fit 72ish model. May swap a B44 alloy or a TR5T  
69-70 TLS front brake/wheel (19” wheel). 8" or 7" ok. Phil 0403262786 
Bantam D1 or D3 in reasonable to very good condition. Must be roadworthy.  Please contact 0407 
605 742 rolands@adam.com.au
BB31 crank. I’m hoping for some help, trying to build a YB31 rigid with BB31 engine. The crank I 
have is incorrect. Phil 0410704549
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RECIPROCAL RUN INVITATION
Members of all clubs receiving this magazine are cordially invited to participate in the club events of the BSA 
Motorcycle Club of NSW Inc (BSA NSW Club). 

To satisfy the regulations of the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) of NSW, receipt of the invitation must 
be in your club minutes or your official "Day Book" or "Move Book".

Please note that attendance at these events must be approved by both Clubs. Attendance by members of 
your Club are approved by the BSA NSW Club by way of this invitation, however be sure to have your 
attendance noted by the BSA NSW Club's Club Captain Victor Terry on Ph: 0408 286 434 otherwise your 
ride could be illegal and may nullify your insurance cover.

For additional details and application forms for runs and rallies, please contact the Secretary, BSA NSW on 
email:  secretarybsamccnsw@gmail.com or Ph: 0408 286 434 

CLUB RUNS
Meeting places:
Prospect Hotel   3 Great Western Highway, Prospect
BP Asquith   Corner Pacific Hwy and Jersey St, North Asquith
Watertower   Wood Park, small lookout carpark on Hume Hwy westbound at intersection 
   of Stacey St, Bankstown
Caltex Heathcote   1344 Princes Hwy, Heathcote, south of railway station
McDonalds Kellyville  Corner Merriville Rd and Windsor Rd, Kellyville 
Luna Park   North Sydney
St Ives Showground  Mona Vale Road, St Ives
Crossroads Hotel  Cnr Camden Valley Way and Campbelltown Rd (end of old Hume Hwy), 
   Casula

2021 Run Calendar
Please Note : If raining on the scheduled ride day, the ride transfers to the following weekend. However, 
please check with the Club Captain, Victor, to confirm on the actual day as to conditions/ride etc as weather 
conditions vary in the Sydney region.  Also see the webpage for other club invitations.

During the COVID-19 period, please check with Victor (below) to confirm ride.

Don’t forget the regular 3rd Saturday Run  
Any queries on runs, please call the Club Captain, Victor, on 0408 286 434

The 2021 Ride Calendar is in the process of being 
compiled. If YOU have a favorite run, or one you’d LIKE 
to see, slip a note to the Club Captain, Victor, at 
feelixthecat@optusnet.com.au
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Club Officials & Contact Details

   President   Peter W    0432 322 980 presidentbsansw@gmail.com

   Vice Presidents   Denis     4421 7857      dnulrick@gmail.com

  Terry    0407 708 925 sidecar44@outlook.com

   Secretary   Craig    secretarybsamccnsw@gmail.com

   Permit Registrar   Trevor    0408 282 243 bsansw1@tpg.com.au

   Assistant Secretaries   Tony K (South Coast)   4421 6591       tkeene@dodo.com.au                      

   Terry (Newcastle)    0407 708 925 sidecar44@outlook.com

     (North Coast)    TBA   

  John M (Membership)    0408 640 542 bumblebeeza@bigpond.com   

   Treasurer   Victor    0408 286 434 feelixthecat@optusnet.com.au

   Editor   John M    0408 640 542 bumblebeeza@bigpond.com

   Public Officer   Paul A    0411 596 687 partycharters@optusnet.com.au

   Club Captain   Victor    0408 286 434 feelixthecat@optusnet.com.au

   Assistant Club Captain   Vacant    TBA

   Regalia   Vacant      Trevor and Mebbo holding the fort.

   Machine Examiners   Victor (Inner West)    0408 286 434 feelixthecat@optusnet.com.au

   ("Scrutineers")   Paul A (Hills)    0411 596 687 partycharters@optusnet.com.au

  Peter H (N Beaches)    0410 490 954 craft@bigpond.net.au

  Terry (Hunter)    0407 708 925 sidecar44@outlook.com

  Steve (North Coast)    0418 454 026 arthursfishing@optusnet.com.au 

  Neil (North Coast)    0414 560 265 ttouchwood@yahoo.com.au 

  Tony (Crookwell)    0423 975 221 willett457@gmail.com

  Conrad (South Coast)    0487 773 150 cboreham@bigpond.net.au

  Denis (Shoalhaven)    4421 7857      dnulrick@gmail.com

   Welfare Officer   Peter W    0432 322 980 president@bsansw.org.au

   Webmaster and Asst.   Andrew G / John M      www.bsansw.org.au

Sydney - P.O. Box 4023 Homebush South 2140 
Nowra/Shoalhaven - P.O. Box 3323 North Nowra 2541

Mid-North Coast - P.O. Box 169 Lake Cathie 2445

The BSA Banter is the official journal of the BSA Club of New South Wales
It is distributed free to the members of the Club and to other like organizations.,

The views expressed are those of the authors of each particular item and may not necessarily be those of the Club in general unless otherwise 

stated. All articles reprinted have been credited to their original authors where known.

All articles printed are © Copyright BSA Club of NSW by virtue of publication or have, to the best of our knowledge, passed into the public domain.

Disclaimer:  To the best of our knowledge, all archive material printed herein has passed into the public domain because of its age. If 

we have inadvertently used any material which is currently subject to copyright by any other organisation or individual, please contact 

us and we will either withdraw the material  or acknowledge your copyright,  as you prefer.
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